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the Great simios (chimpanzee, gorila, orangután, bonobo) are homínidos and members of the same family of whom the human species comprises. They share with us more of 98% of the genome and neurocognitivas, cultural and conductuales characteristics very seemed. They are able to learn, to communicate and to transmit languages as the one of the sordomudos and become aware reflective of if same, relations of kinship, own identity and recognition of the alteridad of the other.
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Then, these beings who are closely together of the human have been considered - or rather, thoughtless -, until now, like mere objects, toys or things other people's to all similarity. The great simios have been tortured, mistreated, enslaved and assassinated. The habitat (the primary forests and forests) where live are being annihilated and, according to United Nations, are in a serious danger of extinction.
For that reason, Great Simio arises and the Proposal not from Law that we have registered in the Congress. We persecuted three objectives: to avoid the disappearance of these species, conserving its habitat natural. To prohibit the torture, death or I mistreat of such. And, finally, to prohibit the slavery of the great simios, recognizing a certain principle of autonomy that must be respected. Life, dignity, integrity and freedom: these are the rights that we want for the great simios.

Some voices have been raised saying that human rights cannot be granted to the simios; that the men (only the men) they must be first or that the effort must go to the human problems. This, not to exchange the clerical unloadings on the dignity of the person. I will try to respond, briefly, to each one of these objections.

(a) Animal human rights cannot be granted.
All the human beings are animals. There is no human being who is not animal. He is more, all human being who not outside animal would be, simply, cruel. All the rights are human, since there is no right that is not human, because the right is a cultural invention (meme) human. Let us see of that a right consists: it is the ethical, legal and political recognition of or or a faculty that must be protected by the State and the Community. This implies that there is no right that is granted to an animal that is not human. The true problem does not reside in if they are granted or human not straight to the animals, but which are those rights and to what type of animals is granted to them. And it is here where we raised that the great simios, that have protomorales and protojurídicas conducts and social institutions, must enjoy three basic rights as they are the life, the dignity and integrity and the freedom. In the history of the right, they have been recognized right many nonhuman organizations (mythical or religious figures or organizations). The collective organizations are not human either. This it is the case of the nations, the ethnic groups, the sort. For example, we put Spain (Catalonia or Andalusia léase): they do not reunite any of the properties of the humans. They do not have body nor forms human; they do not speak, do not have brain nor central nervous system. The nations, then, are less human than the great simios. But, nevertheless, Spain - or Catalonia, or Andalusia - yes national or right rights are recognized to him historical, when they are less human than a chimpanzee or bonobo.

(b) First hombres…
And the women, are not first also? The attempt to construct an excluding hierarchial structuring between the alive beings not only entails the radical separation between animals and humans, but also the excluding fragmentation between such human beings, because of sort, ethnic group, social class or discapacidad. Why to oppose this extension of some basic rights, beyond the border of the humanity, to the preservation of these same rights, within the human species? What the conscience and the ecological ethics say to us is exactly the opposite, who is the cooperation of the biodiversity of species which makes possible that the life and, in particular, the life of our species it exists. The logic of the exclusion and the opposition between species are the one that leads to the ecological crisis and the put in danger of our own subsistence like individuals humanos… There is no contradiction between the interests of subsistence of the species between if, only between individuals of some species. Therefore, it is not necessary to elaborate a scale of the exclusion. The conservation of the primary forests, where the great simios live, is fundamental in the fight against the climatic change and in the preservation of the biodiversity and bioproductividad. Conserving these forests, it is conserved the future of the great simios, but also the one of the humanity.

(c) The effort must go to the human people. 
There are no partial efforts, because a deep interconnection in the plots of the life exists. Such interests that destroy the forests and to the bonobos are those that force the emigration and human operation. Of this the vision of a contemporary and ecological left consists: not in separating, but in analyzing and acting on the interdependence. It is necessary to move away, if we want to transform the reality of the ideological and political balcanización of the social movements and the practices emancipatorias. In what it damages, the recognition of these rights, to the great simios, the fights against the poverty, the social marginalization or Guevara? All the opposite, is about fights and alternate targets.

The great difference that introduces the recognition of this rights, with respect to the common fight by the human rights is that it extends our moral community and generates a new brotherhood. When a person is tortured, all we know clearly that their rights are being violated but, and when bonobo is tortured, also. The introduction of the alive beings and, in special, of the great simios in the moral community of the rights supposes a step more civilizatorio, in the tendency to the expansion of the original nucleus of the rights. Many have been ed ***reflx mng of this proposal, but also many were ed ***reflx mng of the abolicionistas of the slavery, the feministas sufragistas or the own ecologists. We will see who laughs último…

Francisco Garrido is the Deputy and Confederal Spokesman of the Green ones (assigned to the Socialist Group Parliamentary) whom this Proposal Not of Law has presented/displayed in the Parliament. 
To The Honourable Francisco Garrido MP,
   Your initiative is absolutely fantastic!! May God bless you for giving all human and non human hominids hope for a better future. 
   Your work is historic, like Moses letting the Jewish people go. I pray with all my heart you will succeed to give our chimpanzee, gorilla & orangutan brothers in blood the personhood rights they so truly deserve. You have much support in Israel and thousands are holding your hand here! Thank you for all your amazing efforts and we pray you will succeed to pass this historic legal rights for all hominids bill.
See News artilcle from Israeli National Newspaper about non-human hominid personhood rights & legal standing efforts in Israel:   
http://www.takingitglobal.org/action/projects/download.html/5911/Itai%20Roffman%20-%20Maariv%20Oct%202005.pdf 
And second link: a Gorilla by the name of Michael proves need for his legal standing personhood rights in a court of law by proof of his capacity to give testimony, in American Sign Language, of his mothers murder in Africa. Michael Gorilla ( 1973 - 2000 ). See this heart tearing testimony on video at:
http://www.koko.org/world/michael_story_vid.html
Warmest blessings,
Itai Roffman
The Israeli Hominid 
Rights & Welfare Association
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Spanish MPs push for apes' rights 

Spanish Socialist MPs hope to persuade parliament to back a landmark project seeking human-like rights for apes such as chimpanzees and orang-utans. 
Campaigners say the intelligence and self-awareness shown by apes mean they deserve rights to life, freedom and protection from torture. 

Parliament's support would not be law, but would mean a commitment to the work of the NGO, the Great Ape Project. 

The proposal has raised eyebrows and opposition in many areas. 

One Spanish archbishop described the idea as ridiculous. 

But for conservationists and Green MPs behind the proposal, it is a serious issue. 

Best interests 
Green MP Francisco Garrido, who proposed the motion, says these creatures "so close to humans" have until now been considered as "mere objects or play things". 

	
	I do think it is possible that we might want to extend this to other animals... perhaps as we discover more about elephants and dolphins 
Peter Singer 
Great Apes Project 


"The great apes have been tortured, mistreated, enslaved and murdered," he says on his website. "The habitats where their live have been wiped out and, according to the UN, they are in serious danger of extinction." 

His colleague, Green MP David Hammerstein, told the BBC's World Today programme: "They show a degree of intelligence and awareness and, indeed, self-awareness. 

"Their social and emotional needs are at the same level as handicapped people, small children, elderly, mentally impaired people - and they all have rights." 

He insisted that they were not asking that the apes be given "legal or human rights". 

"What we are talking about is very basic legal protection of rights which will guarantee each chimpanzee, bonobo or orang-utan the opportunity to live out his or her life according to his or her best interest," he said. 

The international Great Ape Project is supported by environmentalists, conservationists and scientists. 

But Professor Steve Jones, of London University, says the idea is an "overstatement of what science, what biology can tell you". 

"As most people know, chimpanzees share about 98% of our DNA, but bananas share about 50% of our DNA and we are not 98% chimpanzee or 50% banana, we are entirely human and unique in that respect," he said. 

"It is simply a mistake to use an entirely human construct, which is rights, and apply it to an animal, which is not human. Rights come with responsibility and I've never seen a chimp being fined for stealing a plate of bananas." 

Other species 
Archbishop of Pamplona and Tudela Fernando Sebastian said he could not believe it was even being proposed. 

"We don't give rights to some people - such as unborn children, human embryos, and we are going to give them to apes," he said. 

But Peter Singer, founder of the Great Ape Project says it need not stop with apes. 

"I do think it is possible that we might want to extend this to other animals, perhaps progressively, perhaps as we discover more about elephants and dolphins," he told the BBC. 

"Or maybe even more familiar animals like dogs or pigs, we might think that we owe them more in terms of moral status than we are currently inclined to give them." 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/europe/5058986.stm
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